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Baseball
moves
to new
league
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TUESDAY
• AGENDA: A guide to AIDS
education activities; Why cover

n

— and read about — AIDS? By
Marla R. Van Schuyver

Poly accepted into
Division IWAC

WEDNESDAY
• PROFILE: One local woman's
struggle to educate about AIDS
is a very personal crusade. By

By Brad Homllton
Daly Sports Editor

Krystn Shrieve

•Q U IL T : Why the NAMES
Project AIDS Memorial Quilt is
the fabric of memories By Silas

I

Lyons

I

• NUMBERS: The curve of
AIDS cases in San Luis Obispo
County is on the rise. By Silas
Lyons
• HEALTH CENTER: Go through
the toughest test on campus. By
Amy Hooper

TODAY
• SURVEY: Examining Poly’s
awareness of AIDS. By John
llubbell and Marla R. Van
Schuyver
• ATTITUDES: Cal Poly’s
feelings behind the numbers.
By Amy Hooper and Cynthia L.
Webb
• TESTING: Going through San

Children at the university's day-care center aren't asked if they have been exposed to AIDS. Those pictured above are not in any
way associated with the disease / Daily photo illustration by Chris Cunningham

Luis Obispo County's procedure.

Close your eyes

By Brad Hamilton
• CHILDREN: Is Poly’s
Children’s Center ready to
handle an AIDS case? By
Carolyn Nielsen
• PROFILE: AIDS is the first
and last chapter for one San
Luis Obispo man. By Silas
Lyons

I f the Children’s Center cares fo r an AIDS-infected child,
staffers w ouldn’t know it. Honesty is still the policy.

• GAYS: How campus gays,

By Carolyn Nielsen

lesbians and bisexuals percewe

Doily Senior Editor

AIDS awareness here. By

It’s been seven years since San Luis Obispo County’s
only school-aged AIDS victim was expelled from his
kindergarten class, sparking a heated debate that drew
national attention.
Like any child experiencing the thrill of selecting his
first lunch box, the most exciting part of Ryan 'Thomas’
young life was starting school.
Bu t that ended abruptly when he bit a fellow student
who was taunting him in an Atascadero classroom.
ASI Children’s Center Director Haila Hafley said that

Carolyn Nielsen
• EDUCATION: Is Poly doing
enough? Examining the
university’s offerings. By Erika
Eichler

•HEALTH CENTER: Don’t
expect confidentiality in your
HIV test. By Cynthia L. Webb

kind of discrimination is her biggest concern when
debating the concept of an AIDS policy. 'The center cur
rently has no disclosure rules for either staff or children.
“I get reluctant to make a policy on something like
that,” she said. “It could create the ability for someone to
be discriminated against.”
Following the biting incident, the Thomas family’s
legal struggle began as they fought for their son’s right
to attend school. It wasn’t forgotten after Ryan’s death,
nor were the bitter accusations of discrimination which
divided this small community.

See CHILDREN, page 11

FRIDAY
• POLICIES: How is Cal Poly
structured to deal with AIDS
victims? By Marla R. Van
Schuyver
• HELP: Support groups exist
for the aflUcted. By Krystn
Shrieve
• SPORTS: Athletes confront
the AIDS delimma. By Brooke
Richardson

M ONDAY
• COVERAGE: A color photo
essay of the quilt’s visit by the
Dally photo staff; accompanying articles by John Hubbell,
Carolyn Nielsen and Cynthia L.
Webb
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Overall, Poly students understand AIDS
By Marla R. Von Sdiuyvor
Doily Monoging Editor
___

_

_______

Many Cal Poly students have a basic
understanding of AIDS, its implications
and risks, according to a recent Mustang
Daily survey.
But the 276-student survey about the
Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome
also revealed that a minority of the univer
sity’s students still believe myths about
the disease that have long been discarded
by medical and sociological experts.
More than 92 percent of the 274 stu
dents responding to the statement “You
can contract AIDS from hugging someone
with the AIDS virus” said they disagreed
or disagreed strongly with the statement.
And as many as 97 percent disagreed
with the statem ent “Homosexual males are
the only ones at risk for contracting AIDS.”
In addition, most students surveyed —
95 percent — said they disagreed with the
statem ent “Women do not have to worry
very much about getting AIDS through

sex.
However, 13 percent agreed or agreed
strongly that most people with AIDS
brought it on themselves.
The Daily survey was conducted Oct. 13
in a variety of upper and lower division
general education classes, including
Psychology 202, History 315, Philosophy
125, Sociology 205, Geography 308 and
English 114 and 341.
The demographic makeup of the respon
dents nearly mirrors the overall student
body of Cal Poly. The ages of those sur
veyed are:
• 3 percent under 18
• 65 percent, ages 18 to 21
• 23 percent, ages 22 to 25 and
• 8 percent, ages 26 and over.
Ethnic backgrounds for the survey
respondents also are comparable to the
overall student body. ’The heritages of
those surveyed are:
• White, 67.5 percent
• African American, 2.8 percent
See SURVEY, page 7

SURVEY
RESULTS

I cannot
get AIDS
if I only
have oral
sex.
6 % j^ re e
9 % No O pinion
85% Disagree

274 Responses

The tr a n s itio n
to
Division I smoothed for Cal
Poly’s baseball team Tues
day when Western Athletic
Conference officials a c 
cepted the Mustangs as an
affiliate member beginning
in the 1995 season.
“This is a very positive
step for our b a se b a ll
program,” said Cal Poly
A th letic D irector Jo h n
McCutcheon. “We are very
excited about the caliber of
competition th at this will
bring to San Luis Obispo
for our fans in the com
munity and the students.
We could not be more
pleased with this develop
ment.”
In 1995 the Mustangs
will play a three-game,
home and away series
against each of the five
West Division WAC com
petitors. 'The West Division
includes F resn o S ta te ,
University of Hawaii, Cal
State
Northridge,
Sacramento State and San
Diego State.
The WAC also has an
E ast Division, which in
cludes B rig h am Young
U n i v e r s i t y , W y o m in g
U n iv e rsity , A ir Force,
University of Utah and
New Mexico.
The E a s t and W est
Division champions play at
the end of the regular
season for an automatic bid
to the NCAA Division I
playoffs.

See BASEBALL, page 2

Defendants
acquitted in
Denny case
Assodated Pres
LOS A N G ELES —
Jurors on Wednesday ac
quitted a black man of at
tempting to murder white
trucker Reginald Denny
during the 1992 riots, con
cluding a string of racially
charged trials that has
once again divided this bat
tered city.
Damian Williams, 20, a
South Central Los Angeles
resident, clasped his hand
to his face, smiled and
hugged his attorneys as the
jury submitted its final ver
dict in the racially charged
case: “Not Guilty.”
'The trial of Williams
and b lack codefendant
See DENNY, p>oge 2

DENNY: Williams aquitted on attempted murder charge, L.A. remains tranquil
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From page 1

3 3 s c h o o l d ays r e m a in in g in fall q u a rte r.

TO DAY'S WEATHER: Variable high clouds and variable winds
throughout the day

Expected h ig h /lo w : 8 1 / 50

W ednesday's h ig h /lo w : 8 5 / 4 8

TO D A Y
• l au Delta and the Hnglish Club present “T h e American
Scholar,” Steven Marx — 8 :3 0 p.m ., faculty dining room. Event
is open to all faculty and students.
• Student / C om m unity Liaison C om m ittee meets from 3 :3 0 to
5 :3 0 p.m . — San Luis O bispo City Hall
• 10th annual skateboard “T hrashathon” continues in U .U . Plaza

FRIDAY
• 10th annual skateboard “Thrashathon” continues in U .U . Plaza
• Graduate and Professional School Day, all majors welcome —
for more information, call 7 5 6 -6 5 1 7
• “Financing Your Graduate or Professional School Fxlucation,” a
panel discussion, 2 to 3 p.m. — U .U . 220

UPCOM ING
• SherifTs Office annual Christmas Bicycle Program — donate
bicycles, Mon. - Fri., 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. / 781-4576
• Oct. 23 season opener for the San Luis Obispio County Symphony
— 8:15 p.m. at the Church of the Nazarene in Pismo Beach. Also at
the Cal Poly Theatre on Sunday at 3 p.m.
• “Into the Streets" service day in San Luis Obispo — Oct. 23
• Gilbert Reed Ballet dance auditions for "Carmen," — Oct. 23
info; 544-2604
• Art and Design Professor Robert Reynolds’ paintings and poetry by
local writer Glenna Luschei go on exhibit in Cal Poly’s University
Union Galcrie — Oct. 30
• 12ih Annual Great Pumpkin Run — Oct. 30 / 781-7305
• 11th Annual Halloween Hoopla in Mission Plaza, 2 to 3 p.m. —
O a . 30
• Oktoberfest 4-mile Fun Run, Baywood Park — Oct. 31
info: 528-0775
• International Film Festival; Fremont, Mission and Palm theaters —
Nov. 4-7
• Ijist day to petition withdrawal from class — Nov. 5
• l,ast day to express intention to repeat class — Nov. 5
Agenda Items: c/o Mustang Daily, Graphic Arts 226, Cal Poly 93407 —

Fax; 756-67S4

Henry Watson, 29, marked a last ordeal in the agony of
the nation’s second largest city, racked by deadly riots and
three grueling trials, two of them dealing with the beating
of black motorist Rodney King.
The acquittal of four policemen in the King state trial
set off rioting. Two of the officers were later convicted in
federal court of violating King’s civil rights and are serving
30-month prison sentences.
“I don’t think the jurors tried to even a score,” said WilHams’ attorney, Edi Faal. “We had a riot. ... I think they
considered the mob mentality at Florence and Normandie
(avenues).”
Violence broke out April 29, 1992, at the new famous intersection where Denny was dragged from his big rig and

From page 1
“I am happy we found a home,” said Cal Poly head
coach Steve McFarland. “The Western Athletic Conference
has to be one of the best conferences in the country. It’s a
major step for the program,
McFarland explained that the team would have had to
play in Division I as an independent had it not been ac
cepted into a conference such as WAC. He said the difficul
ty in being an independent is scheduling. The Mustangs
would be strapped for games during the months of April
and May when other teams would be locked in conference
competition, he said.
Besides scheduling, McFarland said being in the WAC
will now allow him to recruit players against established
Division I schools such as UCLA and USC.
But as for the quality of the players of WAC teams com
pared to Cal Poly’s, senior pitcher Kevin Hannigan said
there is not much difference.
“Pitching might be a little better, but the position
players are ju st as talented as those on teams in the
WAC,” he said.
Sophomore thirdbaseman Jon Macalutas said the tran
sition to Division I won’t be that big of an adjustment. “It
is still the same game,” he said. “You still have to catch
and hit the ball. (Division I players) are no different than
us,”
The measure of the Mustangs competitiveness in the
WAC depends on how well McFarland recruits, said
Sacramento State baseball coach John Smith.
“They (Cal Poly) ju st need to keep doing what they are
doing to be competitive,” Smith said. “'They already are a
Division I team in disguise.”
McFarland said he has no doubt the Mustangs will be
competitive.
“I would not have jumped in (the WAC) if I did not

beaten nearly to death while a TV camera recorded the
violence. A videotape helped police identify assailants and
they fingered Williams as the man who threw a brick at
Denny’s head, then did a dance of glee,
On Monday, when most of the Denny verdicts were announced, the jury acquitted Williams and Watson of some
of the most serious counts and convicted them of reduced
charges on other counts.
The last verdict, after tortured days of deliberations in
which jurors fell ill and worried about their safety, was accomplished with the vote of one holdout whose reluctance
to acquit had threatened a mistrial on the attempted murder charge against Williams.^
As the words Not Guilty were read, one female juror
wept and the panel’s forewoman put an arm around her to
comfort h e n ______________________________ _____

think so,” he said. “I am not saying we will control the con
ference, but 1 am also not saying we will fail flat on our
faces.”
In limited competition against WAC teams last year
the Mustangs split games with Fresno State. Thé
Bulldogs, who hovered in the nation’s top-10, beat the
Mustangs 8-1 in the first meeting. But Cal Poly prevailed
in the second encounter, 4-2.
In the other two games against WAC opponents, the
Mustangs beat the University of Wyoming 5-2 and 7-1.
Fresno State baseball coach Bob Bennett said he recog
nizes Cal Poly as a legitimate challenge.
“I have absolutely no doubt Cal Poly will be competitive
in Division I,” Bennett said. “In fact they are (currently)
the only Division II team on our schedule.”
Cal Poly has competed in Division II since 1948 and
teams have seen postseason action in 1987, 1989, 1991,
1992 and 1993.
They have made three trips to Montgomery, Ala, to play
in the Division II World Series. The Mustangs brought
home the national championship in 1989 and fell two runs
short of a second championship last year when they lost
7-5 in the final game against Tampa. Cal Poly also bowed
out in the semifinals to Mansfield in 1992.
The Mustangs currently align themselves with the
California Collegiate Athletic Association, including Cal
Poly Pomona, UC-Riverside, Cal State Los Angeles, Cal
State Dominguez Hills and Cal State San Bernardino.
Cal Poly plays its final year against CCAA foes this
season.
Athletics at Cal Poly have assumed a path from
Division II to Division I as a result of an athletic referen
dum approved by President Warren Baker to meet NCAA
legislation which says a college’s sports must all compete
in the same division.
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Tweeds Catalogue
Victorian Lingerie and Sportswear
(from that Oh-So Secret Catalogue)
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H&O

SAUS
Jewelry • Leather
Thursday Oct 21
Land's End Catalog
• lla m -9 p m
Friday, O ct 2 2
Men’s and Women's Clothing
• lla m -6 p m
Other Name Brands & Catalogues Saturday,
Oct 2 3
• 1 0 a m -6 p m
and much, much more!!
801 Grand Ave. San Luis Obispo Veteran's,Hall
(at the corner of Montere\ & (¡rand)
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Store Hours:

Don't keep
your

Monday - ITiurstLiy
7:45am to 7;(M)pm
Hriday
7:45am to 4:30pm
Saturday
11:00am to 4:30 pm

E IC b r r a l
B c o k sto r e

G et T h in k P a d
POWERFUL.PORTABLE.PERSONAL.

flGENDR
HIDDEN
Mr, Hiicl^s
BEACH BAR
AND

NIGHT CLUB
Dancing 7 nights/wk

Live Bands

High Quality Super Well

Monday Night Football

• 2 Lg. Screens, 4 Total

• 3 Pool Tables

Across from Avila Beach

480 Jrv n t S tru t
SlzHia (Beacfi, 0 4 93424
(80S) S9S-9S00
V A LID ID R E Q U IR E D

Panel: F in a n cin g Your Graduate School Education 2 p m ~ 3 :3 0 U U 2 2 0
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If noisy neighbors are too much,
let’s build the Bakers a bubble
Once again, Cal Poly is faced with another crisis
— children are being too noisy. Oh my!
It appears the sounds of children laughing and
playing are too much for Mrs. Baker to endure.
Heaven forbid that laughter should echo from our
campus. Perhaps people should slither about campus
humbly with stem and lifeless faces, thus reflecting
our beloved president and his wife.
Mrs. Baker was “shocked” that the Children’s
Center was built near her humble home. She feels
that “it was a mistake” to build it there. Perhaps her
idea of a children’s center is that of a barbed wire
corral perched high atop Cuesta Peak.
While Mrs. Baker is “shocked” over the center,
Mr. Baker is merely “concerned.” Apparently Mr.
Baker is so concerned about his “ability to conduct

'7 propose that ASI set aside
funds to build a giant sound
p ro o f bubble over the Bakers’
house. ”
campus business” that will, of course, “benefit the
university.”
If Mr. Baker is so concerned, maybe he could
manage to scrape together a few dollars from his
modest salary and entertain his clientele elsewhere.
Surely, San Luis Obispo has more to offer than
the Baker house — this town isn’t that deprived.
But, in order to be proper socialites — and to
write off their entertainment expenses — the Bakers
must wine and dine their “major supporters” at
home.
What, then, should be done about those evil
children and all the noise that they make?
I propose ASI set aside funds to build a giant
soundproof bubble over their house. 'Then the Bakers
could huddle together in a comer twitching in
ecstasy knowing the sounds of children playing will
never again penetrate the abysmal walls of their
dark, dank abode.
Km Twist
Hbtory senior

Le h e r s P olicy
Mustang Daily welcomes tetters and commentaries from
students, staff, and other community members. Letters
should be typed, double spaced and under 250 words.
Commentaries should be typed, double spaced, and
750 to 1,000 words.
All authors must include o name, signature and phone
number. Students should include their major and class
standing. Mustang Daily reserves the right to edit letters
for clarity, grammar, and length.
Submissions can be brought, mailed, faxed or E-mailed
to: Mustang Daily
Graphic Arts Bldg #226, Cal Poly, San Luis Obispo,
CA. 93407
FAX: (805) 756-6784
E'Mail: gjoynt@oboe.calpoly.edu

Parentsblast Baker’s attitude toward children
Re: ''BakerswanttospruteupPolyenlrance,'Aft/stongDoi/y, 10/18/93
however, has been one of the few university services
In the tradition of Marie Antoinette, Leona Helmsley,
which has irnproved dunng the past two yeare.
Before the new center was completed, a high school
and Nancy Reagan, the blue-blooded Mrs. Baker emerges
student cared for my daugh
like a premature Grinch to
ter more than 40 miles away.
complain about the noise
Now I am able to have my
emanating from the ASI
daughter nearby and am
Children’s Center.
confident she is receiving the
According to Mrs. Baker,
best care available.
these noisy children have
^ AVMBIU
The knowledgeable staff
spoiled the sanctity of alumni
at the Children’s Center
gatherings at the president’s
provides every child with a
house. As a result, Mrs.
safe, loving; and enriching
Baker has not only had to
environment. Although
abandon luncheons on the
grossly vmderpaid, those
Í
terrace, but she has even had
professionals spend their
to resort to closing the doors
I
lunch hours discussing child
and windows of her compli
development with parents. In
mentary residence, to the
order to save money, staff
dismay of “major supporters
and parent volunteers
of the university.”
perform landscaping and
Her proposed solution
maintenance chores on
requires that the university
weekends.
correct the shocking “mis
Instead of demanding
take” it made when selecting
scarce
funds for their petty
the current site of the
projects,
the Bakers should
Children’s Center by building
follow
the
example set by
a sound wall to be paid for by
their neighbors. The money
the students of Cal Poly.
saved could be used to
As the student-parent of
enlighten
those
supporters
of
the university who still
one of these riffraff, I would hope that the wife of the
believe
children
are
to
be
seen
and not heard.
university president could show a little more compassion.
Over the last two years as a graduate student at Cal Poly,
M argaret Harada
I have seen my fees more than double while most student
Engikh graduóte student
services have dwindled. The ASI Children’s Center,

Y ,tc r

Won’t she be our nei^bor?
As student-parents with two children attending the ASI
Children’s Center, we were shocked and disappointed at
the complaints expressed in Monday’s article.
Were it not for the center, we would be hard-pressed to
attend school. We appreciate the top-quality care that the
children receive. 'The children tell everyone that they go to
school at Cal Poly with their dad.
Children are the future of Cal Poly — they are a joy and
a blessing. They should not be seen as an unsightly detri
ment to anyone considering supporting the university. A
“professional environment” should include situations that
make attending our institution easier for students with
families.
Cal Poly is well-known for its child development
program. The Children’s Center is highly respected and
admired throughout the university system. 'lire center
should he seen as a symbol of this school’s excellence. It is
beautiful and well-maintained. The center is an asset to
our school and something we should be proud to show off.
Where was Mrs. Baker when the initial plans were ap
proved and implemented? Didn’t President Baker or the

“It is our understanding the
children have lunch/nap/quiet
tim e between 11 a.m. and2p.m .
Wouldn ’t that be a great — and
quiet — time fo r her socials?”
alumni director have anything to say then?
It has been through generous gifts of time, talent, and
money th at the grounds look as good as they do.
Mrs. Baker complains that the children are too noisy
during her luncheons. Has she attempted to work with the
center in coordinating schedules?
It is our understanding that the children have their
lunch/nap/quiet time between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. Wouldn’t
that be a great — and quiet — time for her socials?
Has she made any positive actions to correct the situa
tion with a win-win attitude? If she is so inconvenienced,
why should it fall upon ASI to provide the funds to satisfy
her convenience and tastes?
We challenge the Bakers to be the frontrunners of a
fundraising event to provide the moneys needed to plant
trees — which would give more shade and be more sightly
than a wall — along the children’s center fence. The
Bakers should enlist the support of the Alumni and
university supporters to solve this problem. Don’t add any
further financial burdens to the already-overtaxed ASI
budget.
Richard Shaw

Landscope vchitedure sarior
Kathryn Show

a

Center is ‘beautiful,’ not an eyesore
I strongly disagree with the viewpoints and comments
made in reference to the ASI Children’s Center in Mon
day’s article.
I believe the appearance of the Children’s Center is
beautiful. I drive by ju st to look at its neat appearance.
Parents have contributed many hours to planting
flowers, mowing the grass, cleaning windows, etc., to make
the center look as wonderful as it does today.
I am proud to have my child attend this center; It is one
of the best-looking day care centers in the county. I am
sure 'visitors do not get a bad impression of the campus
when they drive by the center. In fact, I believe they get
the opposite impression because the center is new and well
kept. I can think of other areas of campus that look worse!
I also disagree with Mrs. Baker’s comment th at the cen
ter is in a bad location. 'The location is wonderful because
it’s away from the center of campus, which makes parking
easier for all parents who drop off and pick up their
children. There is less traffic in the general area of the
center than in other crowded areas on campus.
As for the sound that comes from the center: It can’t be
that bad. Children are children. Since they are part of our
lives, we should learn to live with the sounds th at they
make.
I’m sure it does not bother most people to hear the
sounds of children playing.
It would be a waste of time, energy and money to build
a sound wall. Building a wall around oxir center would only
block the children’s view to the outside world, and that
would be a shame.
Annatta Maniar

Student-porent

If Bakers can’t take Children’s Center
noise, maybe they should move
How can the Bakers possibly feel justified in requesting
ASI and state funds to “spruce up” their entrance to cam
pus? Not long ago. Baker delivered a message th at these
are hard times and that we all have to endure the effects
of budget cuts.
Let’s face it: We are in times when fees are increasing,
student-to-faculty ratios are increasing, facilities such as
the library are suffering, and departments are being shut
down.
Who has the luxury to lavishly spend money on struc
tures to deflect the laughter of children and improve the
esthetics of the least-used entrance to campus?
The Bakers, that’s who.
There is clearly a discrepancy in the Bakers’ actions.
Perhaps they need to be reminded of why they occupy such
a fortunate position here in the first place: because of
those of us who make up this university.
If the Bakers are perturbed by the atmosphere here at
Cal Poly, perhaps it’s time for them to find a more suitable
situation elsewhere.
Shelly Stoniec
Engltsh graduate student

Fa r r

DS

7 can ’t say I ’ve never been afraid o f death. But I think
these lastfew years, I ’ve kind o f grown and learned. And
after losing myfrien d and going through all that, I think
I’ve grown up in that sense. ’

lili

Although many still cling to prejudices, Joe finds strength in the friendship of Connie Helwig / Daily photo by Steve McCrank
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r ir s t C h a p te r
Prom the ashes o f AIDS, a testam ent to life
By Silos LyonS/ Doily Investigotive Editor
All his life, Joe dreamed of writing a book.
He knew he could, but never did. His masterpiece existed only in his mind — no
more tangible than the fictional story he visualized for its plot.
In 1989, when Joe imwittingly began research for his dream, his life — and the con
cept for his book — took a whole new direction. Suddenly, there didn’t seem to be time
for fiction.
Joe and his best friend Jerry both tested positive for HIV, and thus began a trek
that would lead him through the most painful and yet most productive period of his
life.
The book — On the Outside Looking In — has begun to take shape, and the stories
it tells are true. Out of a disease that drained his energy and killed his closest com
panion Jerry , the San Luis Obispo native, at 33, has found strength and purpose in
forming this account, a personahzation of AIDS and the people who live with it.
The book is still in its conceptual stage, but occupies a central role in Joe’s life. He
said it gives reason to the madness out of which it grew — an explanation for why he
had to endiure not only his now full-blown AIDS, but Jerry ’s death and the year of guilt
and drug-induced escape th at followed the loss.
“I think my best friend dying and th at year of doing the drugs and alcohol was
learning and stepping stones for me,” he said, his voice steady but not monotonous.
“And I had to go through it to reach this point and to help me with the book and to help
me as I go talk to other people.”
Like the talks he gives in connection with the AIDS Support Network (ASN), Joe’s
book is already tailored to serve a very specific purpnise. He’s tired of hearing AIDS vic
tims stereotyped. And while he can discuss his own death with calm frankness, the
subject of ignorance interrupts his tranquil disposition with flashes of anger.
“I j u s t ... I hate prejudice, I hate hatred, and I’ve always tried to stay away from
th at,” he said, shaking his head. “Society always wants to blame it on something, or
someone. It sdways has to be someone’s fault. AIDS isn’t anyone’s fault.
“So I get angry at that. That instead of tiying to work together and find a solution to
this problem, everybody’s too busy pointing the finger. There’s enough hate and
prejudice already in the world, we don’t need something else to bring on more.”
Connie Helwig, who describes Joe as her closest friend, said she’s had severed people
warn her to be careful aroimd him.

all
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JOE: Recovering from a tragic loss teaches local man to live with AIDS’
From page 5

*\V
/give students the choice. I
point out that with confi
dential testing there may be
a risk o f it not being confidential.

— Joan Grone

7

“I’ve had health care workers
and people who know a lot better
say those things to me,” she said.
‘I ju st give it a sad laugh. I think
of what they are missing by
choice. I’d rather take any
chance in the world than to live
one day in their life.
“I would rather contract HIV
than live one day in the life of
someone who makes a statement
like that.”
Rather than merely vent
frustration over the attitudes
that try to paint him into a stig
matized comer, Jo e has chosen
to fight back. As much as his
strength allows, he speaks at
AIDS awareness workshops,
presentations and panels. With a
candid and honest attitude, he
opens himself up and allows
strangers to see the pain he’s
been through since he tested
positive four years ago.
It never is easy to do, but Joe
persists, certain he has a story
that needs to be told.
He applies the same stan
dards of honesty to personal
relationships.
“If I feel like I’m getting close
to* someone, I tell them because
then it’s like you’re giving them
the option,” he said. “(They can
say) “Yes it does m atter’ or *No it
doesn’t m atter’ or whatever.”
Jo e said it’s happened only a
few times, but he has had people
shun him when they learned
about his disease.

Li

I f Tm going out with some
one new, I always talk
about AIDS with them. Dm
really safe when it comes to
all that. Vm not Mr.
Casanova.

Ryan Selby

'

/don’t think you can say
it’s a gay disease. It affects
everyone who has sex.

— Kelly Bannonl

“You can sense it, you can feel
it,” he said. “And whether the
other person admits it or not, you
know.”
Some people aren’t threatened
by the disease, though, and in
these few close friends Jo e said
he finds companionship and sup
port.
“He opens his hands and his
heart and says here — share a
little bit of me,” Helwig said. “We
go to the movies, we laugh, we
tell each other our problems.”
Helwig said she’s dealt with
the reality that her friend is
dying. She ju st wants to share as
much of his life as possible.
“I know there will be days in
the future when I’ll be shedding
a lot of tears,” she said. “Joe is
the number one friend I’ve ever
had. When he does die, he can go
out of this world with his head
held high and be as proud to die
as he was to live.
“I think one of the hardest
aspects for me is knowing some
day I’ll be sitting in my house
and I’ll want to call him, and
remembering what it was like
and wishing it could be that way
again. And there won’t be any
way.”
In the meantime, Jo e is intent
on leaving his mark on as many
people as possible. After accept
ing the disease, he’s tackled
stage fright, determined to speak
whenever possible.
“It was very scary the first
ïima I talked (about living with
AIDS) to a group,” he said. “I
was very nervous. Bu t it was
surprising the effect I had.
“1 think I’m doing some good,”
he said. “That’s why I continue to
do it.”
Jo e said he’s very frank when
opening a discussion about
AIDS.
“When I’ve been speaking, I
say “Hi, my name’s Joe, and I’m
living with AIDS.’ I go into a lit
tle bit about when I was diag

nosed and the silence and the
shock and my best friend dying
and turning to street drugs and
alcohol,” he said.
“The main theme I try to get
across to people is that we need
to work together and fight the
prejudice and ignorance that still
surrounds the disease. I also try
to stress communication between
parents and kids to talk about it,
and to assume everyone’s HIVpositive.”
Such advice could come from
anyone. But when Joe pves it he
does so from a perspective that
demands attention. It was ig
norance, he said, that led to his
own experience with AIDS.
Athough he and Je rry main
tained a monogamous relation
ship for seven years before
Je rry ’s death in 1991, Joe said
one of them probably contracted
the virus through unsafe sex
before they met each other.
“Looking back, I never really
thought I was promiscuous com
pared with other people,” he
said. “But, you know, it only
takes that one person. It was at
a time when we really didn’t
know AIDS existed. So I’d have
flings or whatever, but I never
thought I’d had a lot.”
Since they were tested at the
same time, Joe and Jerry found
out together that they were
HIV-positive. Not wanting to tell
their families, they depended
completely on each other for sup
port during the first two years.

v*=

“We never tried to blame each
other, or go through trying to
figure it out,” he said. “You could
never pinpoint it anyhow, so why
go through that heartache and
that stress of arguing about it?
“We didn’t really have
anybody else to turn to. So it
helped having each other there.”
When Jerry was admitted to
the hospital for complications
from ATOS, he broke the silence
and told his family he had the
disease. When he did, Joe
decided to talk to his own family
as well.
“I only told my brother, dad
and step-mom, originally,” he
said. “Amd they didn’t know what
to say but they were thrown
back, they were kind of in a
shock. But they’ve come a long
way as far as learning about it
and trying to understand it and
they ... they don’t know every
thing, but they’re still learning.”
Jo e said telling his mother
wasn’t easy, and he didn’t do it
right away.
“I thought she would have
worried about it more than was
necessary,” he said. “But then I
thought about it and I felt she
had a right to know. It would be
better than finding out when I’m
in the hospital or something.”
He said his mother hasn’t
been able to accept the disease
and maintain a close relationship
with him.

“I think she’s putting up a
block,” he said. “She doesn’t want
to have to face the possibility of
me dying one day.”
But even his mother, he said,
is slowly trying to learn more.
The hardest challenge from his
family is his grandparents,
whose perceptions of morality
have already put them at odds
with his gay lifestyle.
“I’ve ju st heard things, they
haven’t said anything to me per
sonally,” he said. “It ju st kind of
disappointed me. I mean com
ments like: ‘Everyone with AIDS
deserves to die.’ And telling my
brother to be very careful around
me.”
With those notable excep
tions, however, Jo e feels that
having ADDS has brought him
closer to his family.
“I’ve never been that close to
my family, but since this has all
come about, they’ve been chang
ing,” he said. “TTiey’ve tried to be
there for me, and tried to be as
supportive as they can.”
Four months before Jerry
died, Jo e said he broke down and
couldn’t deal with the pressure.
“Watching him die, I kind of
got scared,” he said. “I saw me
there, you know, dying in his
place.
“I kind of abandoned him the
last four months before he died.
Because I ju st couldn’t handle
things any more.”
Jo e said the strain ju st be
came too heavy. He was working
eight hours a day trying to keep
up with the bills and didn’t have
anyone to turn to for his own
support.
“(Jerry) was depending too
much on me, and he needed to
depend on himself,” he said. “He
needed to get that will to live for
himself and be strong for him
self.
“Bu t looking back, I wish I
wouldn’t have made that
decision. I ju st couldn’t handle
things anymore.”
As he watched Jerry die, Joe
said he was losing the closest
friend he ever had. In the end,
Je rry didn’t want him to be
there 'They spoke on the phone
the night before Je rry died and
Jo e feels Jerry knew at that time
that he would die before they
met again.
“He didn’t want me to see him
or be there,” Joe said. “He
wanted me to remember him as
he was. And I was angry, be
cause I felt I was cheated and I
didn’t think it was fair. But I
know his intentions were good.”
After Jerry was gone,.Joe
buried himself in guilt. He felt he
had deserted his companion and
left him to handle the toughest
peirt of his life alone.
A

“My whole world was ju st fall
ing apart,” he said. “I lost my
best friend, and I didn’t really
have anyone I could turn to. And
so I turned to street drugs and
alcohol as a way to escape it, to
not have to deal with it. That
was a stage of being scared.
Denial.”

B u t it was not a permanent
stage. After a year of taking out
his frustrations and guilt on his
body, Jo e found the ASN and
began to get counseling. He
entered a new period of his life,
which he refers to as “living with
AID S.”
He said the ASN’s biggest role
in his recovery was putting him
in touch with people who could
help him.

“I think if I had known a little
more about it in the beginning,
and known there were people to
help and to talk to, it wouldn’t
have been as devastating (to)
me,” he said.
Jo e seems to have become
completely resigned to his even
tual death and deals with it
pragmatically, determined to
maximize his life.
“ADDS is a death sentence, I
don’t care what people say,” he
said. “Until there’s a cure, the
end result is eventually dying.
“B u t personally. I’m not afraid
of death. I wish th at death would
only come from old age and not
from cancer, and not from AIDS,
or anything like that. But unfor
tunately, we have all this stuff.
“I can’t say I’ve never been
afraid of death, but I think these
last few years I’ve kind of grown
and learned. And after losing my
friend and going through the
mourning period and going
through all that, I think I’ve
grown up in th at sense.”
B u t death isn’t the only aspect
of ADDS. There’s the slow break
down of the immune system and
the physical symptoms that go
with it.
Jo e has been relatively heal
thy so far although his T-cell
count has dropped below the
federal standard of 200 to less
than 50 and he has therefore
been diagnosed with having full
blown ADDS.
He said the worst problem
he’s had so far is chronic fatigue.
He’s had to quit his job as a
photo technician for a blueprint
company and go on disability.
“I don’t have the energy I used
to have, so I can’t do some of the
things I used to be able to do,” he
said. “And it’s like (Je n ^ ) said:
‘(Dnce you start not feeling good,
you never feel good again.’
“Ju s t out of the blue I’ll get
hit with the chills and fever. You
never know when it’s going to
happen.”
B u t Jo e ’s physical limitations
have increased his determination
to produce a book, a symbol of
his life that will last after his
death.
“Right now I want to do rny
book,” he said. “I wsmt to finish
that, and that’s about it for now.
Ju s t one thing at a time. And
maybe after I do that, something
else will pop up.”
The book is dedicated to
Jerry .
“When you say ‘living with
AIDS,’ I guess th at’s more of an
attitude,” he said. “Instead of
saying ‘dying from AIDS,’ you
say ‘living with AID S.’”
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PCPA makes the rounds
Theater troupe brings literature,
arts to local elementary schools
By Kristi Rompoldi
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Stride pianist Marcus Roberts plays at the Cal Poly Theatre Oct. 26 / Photo courtesy Cal Poly Arts

Hitting his stride
Renowned stride pianist brings jazz giants to life
By Down Sitvars

Senioi Stoff Writer
The sounds of jazz legends
Duke E llin g to n , Thelonious
Monk and Jelly Roll Morton will
come alive at Cal Poly through
pianist Marcus Roberts next
week.
Roberts, whose first three al
b u m s r e a c h e d N o. 1 on
Billboard’s jazz chart, will per
form in the Cal Poly Theatre at 8
p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 26.
At age 30, Roberts is known
for his interpretations of classic
jazz pieces using the stride style.
This combines pulsating chords
and rhythms in the left hand
with the melody in the right
hand.
“Your left hand functions like
a band, like the bass and drums,
to provide a percussive backdrop
for the melodies you choose to
play against it,” Roberts said in a
press release. “In playing stride
piano, you develop more actual
technique on the instrument be
cause you’re responsible for
making everything happen.”
Roberts said in a Denver Post
article he began playing stride
when he discovered his lack of
knowledge about the traditional
style.
“I decided it was time to
devote real energy to researching
its history and learning it the
way Monk and Duke did,”
Roberts said in the interview. “If
you want to pay homage to those
kind of people, you have to do it
thoroughly.”
Roberts is also known for his
work with the Wynton Marsalis
Band. He replaced pianist Kenny
Kirkland in 1985.
Roberts’ entire experience as
a musician has been without the
benefit of eyesight. He suffered

from cataracts as a young child
and went blind at the age of four.
Roberts began playing gospel
music in his church in Jackson
ville, Fla. when he was eight. He
was 12 when he first heard jazz,
according to the press release.
“I heard some Ellington on
the radio, and about the same
time I started taking formal
piano lessons,” Roberts said in
the Post article.
Roberts spent his college

In playing stride piano, you
develop more actual
technique on the
instrument because you're
responsible fo r making
everything happen

Marcus Roberts
years studying with Leonidus
Lipovetsky at Florida Sta te
University in Tallahassee. When
the young musician went to play
with the Marsalis band after col
lege, he showed up to the first
gig knowing every tune in the
band’s repertoire.
In 1989, Roberts won the
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0 firs t prize a t the
Thelonious Monk International
Jazz Competition.
Since 1990, Roberts has been
working on his solo career. His
Cal Poly performance is expected
to feature compositions and clas
sic interpretations from his
latest album, “If I Could Be With
You.”

“Each concert is a mix of
trad itio n al jazz with some
Gershwin,” said Sharon Wenteel,
Roberts’ publicity manager.
Roberts’ two other solo al
bums are “As Serenity Ap
proaches,” released in 1992, and
“Alone W ith Three G ian ts,”
released in 1991.
“As Serenity Approaches” in
cludes 10 original tunes and
some duets with jazz greats
Wynton Marsalis and his father
Ellis Marsalis. Roberts calls the
release a contrast between
“rhythm and romance.”
■“Alone With Three Giants”
was Roberts’ third album to
reach the top of Billboard’s Jazz
Chart, after band albums “Deep
in the Shed” and “The 'Truth is
Spoken Here” also reached No. 1.
“Alone With Three Giants” il
lustrates Roberts’ allegiance to
the music of Jelly Roll Morton,
Duke Ellington, and 'Thelonious
Monk. It features interpretations
of compositions by the three jazz
greats.
In addition to his evening per
form ance in the C al Poly
'Theatre, Roberts will give an
afternoon presentation. 'The lec
ture and demonstration is open
to any interested students and
will take place 'Tuesday, Oct. 26
from 2 to 3:30 p.m. in room 218
of the Music Building.
Robert’s performance is part
of Cal Poly Arts’ World Music
and Dance series.

Tickets are $13 and $11 for
the general public and $11
and $9 for students and
seniors. R eservations and
tickets may he purchased by
calling the Anytime ArtsLine
at (805)756-1421.

CALENDAR
THURSDAY. OCTOBER 21
o L o co R a n c h e ro presents
the Din Pedals with special
guests Idaho and M artian
Rocket in an 18 and over show.
o Guy Budd plays SL O B r e w 
in g Co. at 9:30 p.m. for a $2
cover.
o Rick Loy plays folk tunes at
the E a r th lin g B o o k sh o p at 8
p.m.
o B a c k s ta g e P iz z a presents
Bean at noon.
o F« M cC lintock*s Salo o n
presents Monte Mills at 10
p.m. No cover.
o Dave Smith strums his
acoustic guitar at Osos S tr e e t
S u b s at 8 p.m. No cover.

.....................^ ...........

1. William S. Burroughs
"Spars Ass Annie"
2. Judgement Night
soundtrack
3. Dead Can Dance
"Into the Labyrinth"
4. Nirvana
"In Utero"
5. Buffalo Tom
"Big Red Letter Day"

Fairy tales and literature
come to life with the help of
music, in a theater production
aimed at elementary schools and
com m unity groups on th e
Central Coast.
The Pacific Conservatory of
the Performing Arts (PCPA)
T h ea terfest’s O utreach Tour
program will begin traveling
throughout the Central Coast on
Oct. 26.
'Two performance programs,
featuring members of PCPA
Theaterfest’s Actor Ensemble,
are scheduled for this year.
“Area schools realize that the
outreach program is an ideal way
to enliven literature, as well as
expose students to performing
arts and theater,” said outreach
coordinator Greg Morales.
Morales said the program en
courages the exchange between
people of all ages. “We feed the
human spirit,” he said. “There
are a lot of people committed to
this program.”
The tour reached over 35,000
elementary school students last
year and expects to reach near
50,000 this year. Morales said.
“The program keeps growing
by leaps and bounds,” said PCPA
publicity director Moorea War
ren.
Warren said the shows have
booked so fast this year the tour
can’t reach every school, she
added.
For the first tour, Hans Chris
tian Andersen’s literary classic
“'The Nightingale” has been put
to music by local composer Brad
Carroll.
This theatrical adaptation ex
plores themes of loyalty, ambi
tio n , p e e r p r e s s u r e
and
friendship.

6. Curve
"Cuckoo"
7. Idaho
"Year After Year"
8. De La Soul
"Buhloone Mindstate"
9. Big Chief
"Mack Avenue Skull Game"
10. YoLaTengo
"Painful"

A supplementary workshop,
“Creating Characters”, will be
available to students in conjunc
tion with the performance. Ac
tors will help workshop par
ticipants create a character
through sound, movement, im
agination and storytelling.
“The Nightingale” will tour
area schools Oct. 26 through Dec
17.
The tour’s fifth bilingual play
for stu d en ts “A1 E ste del
Sol/West of the Moon” has been
adapted from “E a st of the
Sun/West of the Moon” by PCPA
artist-in-residence Gregg Coffin.
The bilingual production will
travel to schools from March 8
through May 13.
Coffin said the musical’s focus
is to reach students with a mes
sage. “It’s not about being bilin
gual, it ju st happens to be
presented th at way,” Coffin said.
The musical is written so that
English and Spanish speaking
students can both understand
everything th at is happening.
Coffin said.
He said the musical is a Nor
wegian fairy tale that teaches
the lessons of betrayal and loyal
ty. “It pivots on a little girl who
fibs too much,” Coffin said.
Coffin said there are few
spoken words in the musical.
“It is a children’s play that
uses rock music,” Coffin said.
“It’s a really incredible produc
tion in that way.”
’The musical style is a cross
between Linda Ronstadt’s “Can
ciones de Mi Padre” and Michael
Jackson ’s “Dangerous”, Coffin
said.
He said the production has
been very challenging for him,
since he is not bilingual. “I’ve
had lots of help,” he said. “It’s
been a big learning experience.”

FRIDAY OCTOBER 22
o Fdksters Keith and P an
play B a c k s ta g e P iz z a at
11:30 a.m. No cover.
o Wordy and Bob play at E a r t 
h lin g B o o k sh o p at 8 p.m.
o Ami Sorrell plays soulful
originals at L in n a e a ’s C afe at
8 p.m.

o Richard Green plays acoustic
guitar at O sos S tr e e t Su b s at
8 p.m. No cover.

o SL O B re w in g Co. presents
Mento Buru at 9:30 p.m. for a
$3 cover.

o F . M cC lin to ck ’s Salo o n
presents Electro Cats at 10
p.m. No cover.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 23
o L o co R a n c h e r o hosts an 18
and over ’70s Disco Inferno
Dance Party.
o SL O B re w in g Co. presents
Mother Hips at 9:30 p.m. for a
$3 cover.
o Mandala music with Up In
'The Air at L in n a e a ’s C afe at
8 p.m.
o F d k guitarist Kim Cromack
plays at E a r th lin g B o o k sh o p
at 8 p.m.
o The M att T ^lor 'Trio plays
jazz at O sos S tr e e t Su b s at 9
p.m. No cover.
o F . M cC lin to ck ’s Salo o n
presents Electro Cats at 10
p.m. No cover.
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Alaskan Indian theater group shares folk tales with Poly
By Jvlit Stoteiny

Doily Staff Writer
Long before the first white
settlers arrived, the Southeast
Alaskan Tlingits passed their
mystical traditions down through
the generations by storytelling.
The opportunity to experience
this legacy in action comes to the
Cal Poly Theatre Friday in the
perform ance of the N ative
American company Naa Kahidi
Theater.
“Fires on the Water,” an anthological performance by six
costumed artists, will open Cal
Poly Arts’ CenterStage Series
Friday, Oct, 22 at 8 p.m.
The production will provide a
look at a culture strikingly
diverse from Western tradition.
“In the Western world we tend
to separate the secular and
sacred,” said Tim Wilson, Naa
Kahidi’s managing director. “In
Tlingit tradition, they are one.”
The company will re-enact
Tlingit folk stories about sea
monsters and killer whales using
masks and robes to depict dif
ferent characters.
“In Western culture some
thing that is very valuable is put
on display,” Wilson said. “In
Tlingit tradition it is ju st the op
posite. A story is only brought

out on special occasions, so it has
great value.”
Wilson, who has lived in
Juneau all his life, frequently
works with theater groups as a
director and sound designer.
In an effort to present a pure
form of native theater to the
audience traditional dance and
ritual will accompany each story,
Wilson said.
Each tale focuses on a single
storyteller, while other per
formers act out the stories using
objects such as totems, masks
and blankets.
According to Cal Poly Theatre
Program Manager Peter Wilt,
the performance will feature six
original tales suited for adult
audiences. “The Box of Daylight,”
“Raven T ries to Seduce a
Woman” and “The Spirit Came to
All Things,” are among the
stories to be presented.
“(‘The Box of Daylight’) is no
doubt one of the most widely-told
and best loved stories in the
whole Northland,” Wilson said.
“OuFs shows the influences of
many 'Tlingit storytellers,”
“The Sp irit Came to All
Things” was told to the Naa
Kahidi (“Clan House”) Theater

See STORYTELLER page B4
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Naa Kahidi Theater uses native masks and robes to tell stories in the Alaskan Tlingit trodition.The troupe will bring
its folklore to Cal Poly Oct. 22 / Photo courtesy Mark Kelley
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Local and pro skaters return
fo r annual th rash benefit
By Dove Waldi
Special to the Doily
San Luis Obispo may not be
the skateboarding hub of the
universe, but clacking wheels
and baggy pants will be a com
mon sight in the University
Union Plaza through Saturday
as Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity
p re se n ts th e 10th annu al
'Thrash-A-'Thon.
Originally a 24-hour, threeday competition, the professional
and amateur skate-fest was once
a “wild event,” said 'Thrash-AThon chairperson Ryan Sakai.
As a result, the hours have been
modified to 8 a.m. to midnight
Wednesday through Friday.
A special street competition
has been added to the event from
9 a.m, to 5 p.m. Saturday behind
the Rec Center.
Cal Poly skaters may also
have noticed a few changes in
the ramp itself, which is sig
nificantly smaller.
“No one really skates vert
anymore, so mini-ramps and a
street competition were needed
so (Thrash-A-'Thon) won’t die

out,” Sakai said.
Last year’s 15-foot vertical
ramp has been replaced with a
mini-ramp that is 6-feet tall and
24-feet long. An 8-foot wide, four
and one-half-foot tall extension
ramp is connected at a 180 de
gree angle to the main ramp.
Another addition is Friday’s
professional competition. Pro
teams from around the state will
travel to Cal Poly to compete
from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. for a $500
first prize.
Amateur skaters with their
own protective equipment will be
allowed to skate the ramp during
open times.
'Thrash-A-'Thon activities in
clude music and giveaways for
spectators. Lambda Chi Alpha
will raffle off a variety of prizes,
from T -s h irts to a g u itar
autographed by AC/DC's band
members.
All proceeds from the annual
s k a te -fe s t will go to the
American Cancer Society. Cal
Poly’s radio station, KCPR, will
broadcast live from the event
and give away CD’s, stickers and
other prizes.
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SYMPHONY: Orchestra opens season this weekend
From page B1

The San Luis Obispo County Symphony,
which opens its fall season Saturday night at
the Church of the Nazarene in Pismo Beach,
is a relatively laid-back, student-friendly
event. If you’re looking to become acquainted
with time-honored, important music — or you
ju st want to try something different — our
local orchestra is a good place to begin.
Those hailing from bigger cities might
think a San Luis Obispo symphony would be
comprised of farm ers strum m ing their
washboards and tooting kazoos. But the
symphony here is first-rate, with excellent
musicians capable of tackling a variety of
ch a lle n g in g m u sical g e n res in each
performance.
It’s certainly no lack of quality keeping
students away, according to local classical
enthusiasts. Rather, it’s that upper-crust,
smarmy connotation of the word “symphony”
— the false perception that you’ll spend the
evening elbow-to-elbow with yacht owners
and federal judges. W hat’s more, the
symphony is not exactly MTV.
But there are always a smattering of Cal
Poly students present in audiences — even
stu d ent reg u lars, according to Music
Department Head Clifton Swanson. Swanson,
who conducted the symphony from 1971 to
1984 and now serves as its principal bassist,
says Poly students are now more culturally
aware than at any time in his 26 years on
campus. In fact, there are even a couple
students who are symphony members.
“I don’t think I could go to ju st any school
and play with the (local) symphony,” says
Ju lie McDonald, a music junior currently
playing second clarinet. “I’m not freaking out,
but, yeah, it’s kind of a neat thing.”
McDonald, 20, has joined the symphony for
two engagements after a rigorous audition in
which she trium phed over far older
musicians. Now, she sits next to her
instructor, V irginia W right, who plays
principal clarinet. (“Students have to carry
their own,” says a proud Swanson.)
You can hear the big-city quality of
McDonald and the rest of the 65-member
orchestra for comparably small-town prices.
Student tickets are $5 (the back two right
rows, usually) and the better seats start at
$9.
But only a few tickets at any price remain
for Saturday night’s show, organizers warned.
Admittedly, attending the symphony is a
bit more complicated than comprehending the
plots of most popular movies. If you plan to
attend, here are some basic points to
consider:

the same musical theme. Don’t clap after a
movement ends; wait until the whole piece is
concluded. I always wait until everyone else
starts applauding or follow along in my
program. (This caution comes from a time I
clapped in the wrong place and an old lady
threw a nasty elbow into my side.)
P u n ctu a lity
Unlike class, arriving late to the symphony
means you’ll have to sit out the first
movement in the lobby.
B ack^ ou n d
To better understand the music you’ll hear,
attend a free “informance” at 7:15 p.m. in the
church’s education building. Cal Poly
professor Craig Russell will explain what to
listen for that night. It’s free.
A ttire
While some community members enjoy
wearing flashy clothes at the concerts
(especially at the opening), don’t be
intimidated. “Nice jeans would be fine,” says
Swanson, who’ll be stuck shouldering a bass
in a tuxedo this weekend.
L e n g th
The symphony normally lasts between one
hour and forty five minutes to 2 hours, with
an intermission. The performance starts at
8:15 p.m.
T h is w eekend
Saturday night’s concert, to be led by
music director Michael Nowak, will feature
guest soloists Endre Balogh, a violinist, and
John Walz, a cellist.
The program will tackle The Overture to
the Creole “Faust” by Argentinian composer
Alberto Ginastera (“It’s what you kind of
associate with Spanish dance,” says Swanson.
“Sort of jazzy, actually”); Brahm s’ Concerto

Applause

Most pieces are divided into “movements,”
which are essentially different segments of

for Violin, Cello and Orchestra in A Minor

(“Lush and more romantic, very broad and
rich,” he adds); and a piece by Bartók
(“Angular and catchy with interesting
orchestral colors,” says Swanson. “Very
tricky,” says McDonald).
On Sunday, a 3 p.m. concert at the Cal
Poly Theatre will feature a Concerto for Violin
and Cello by Vivaldi as well as works by
Ginastera and Ponchielli. Both soloists will
perform at this concert as well.
Granted, the formal flow of symphony
might contrast to mosh-pit sensibilities,
should you have them. And you may like to
smuggle food into your cultural events, which
wouldn’t go over well here.
So, whether you’re on a classy date or
flying solo, the SLO County Symphony can be
an entertaining and educational diversion for
college students, too.
All unnecessary pomp and European
snootery aside, the symphony is a fairly
serious event in the end — where serious
classical enthusiasts get a rare taste of some
great live music.
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For tickets and information please call 543-3533. You may pick up tickets at the
symphony offices, 1160 Marsh St., Suite 204. To get to the concert in Pismo Beach at
990 James Way, take southbound Highway 101 to the Oak Park exit Turn left onto
James Way.The church is across form the post office.

K ir k p a t r ic k

STORYTELLER

AND

From page B2

Bo s w e l l
Featuring:
THE SHIVAL EXPERIENCE
Saturday, Oct. 2 3 ,1 9 9 3
9pUl"12aXll
I
IZ"

ñeuÁ Un.
2

t

P e r s o n a l . In j u r y

person

Misdiaenosis
Misdiagnosis
Hospitu Negligence

Accidents;
Automobile
Motorcycle
Boating
Pedestrian
Railroad

»LiveRag^ae Bindft OtndDg
»J-HourCruiseinMorroBay

by spiritual leader Austin Ham
mond at his traditional camp on
the Chilkout River north of
Haines, Ala.

Me d i c a l Ma l p r a c t i c e
C r i m i n a l De f e n s e
W r o n g f u l De a t h
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The theater company is com
posed of Darlene Bezezekoff,
Valerie Davidson, Paul M. Jackson Sr., Chris Makua, Luis Char
les Miller and Bob Sam.
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Bezezekoff makes her living
as a weaver and silver engraver.
She is adopted Chippewa-Cree
with the name Ah-Chi-MO IsKw e-0 meaning “grandmother
storyteller.”
Naa Kahidi 'Theater is part of
the Western States Performing
Arts 'Tour, a program of the
Western States Arts Federation.

Tickets to **Fire» on the
Water” are $13 and $11 for the
public and $11 and $9 for stu
dents and senior citizens. For
reservations call the 24-hour
| Anytime
ArtsLine ai 756-1421
| or buy tickets at the Cal Poly
1 Theatre Ticket Office.
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Students: When AIDS is mentioned at all, it’s whispered
By Amy Hooper
and Cynthia L Webb

Gilmore said she did not learn
that her cousin had AIDS until
after he died.
“I wish that I had known,” she
said, “because I feel like I
wouldn’t have ju st ignored the
situation. 'That I could have, I
don’t know, done something to
show him that it didn’t matter
that he had AIDS.”
Industrial engineering senior
Adam Barlow, whose uncle died
of AIDS this summer, said his
relative’s death didn’t change his
views on AIDS.

DailyStaff

Students feel AIDS — an
epidemic that affects everyone,
even Cal Poly students —
remains hush-hush in their
classrooms and social circles. The
silence promotes the stigma
often associated with the Ac
quired Immune Deficiency
Syndrome.
“I think sometimes when
people discover that someone has
AIDS, they stop treating them
like a human ... and a person,”
said Catherine Gilmore, a com
puter science senior.
“Every time they see them,
they think T h a t person has
AIDS,’ and it becomes a barrier
to communication and relation
ships. Having AIDS doesn’t
make someone less of a person.”
AIDS remains an important
issue for students, many say,
even though it is seldom spoken
of on campus.
The lack of AIDS education
and discussion at Cal Poly con
cerns business senior Michelle
Nepomuceno.
“I haven’t learned anything at
all (about AIDS),” she said. “I
took Health 250. If it was talked
about at all, it was glossed over.
There should be more info here.”

“After my friend had tested
positive, she wouldn’t let me eat
off her spoon or share a drink,”
she said. “I told her that it
wouldn’t bother me and that I
couldn’t catch AIDS like that. I
was more concerned about her. I
wanted to make her feel better.”
But some misconceptions have
been dispelled since the disease
has spread to various sectors of
society.

« f

With the spread of the dis
ease, AIDS now touches some
students on a more personal
level.

“I never thought it would hap
pen so close to home,” he said. “I
never thought one of my friends
would get AIDS. It made me feel
scared.”
Physical education senior
Marci Collins said she knew two
people who died from the dis
ease.

1%
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“It brought the issue of AIDS
much closer,” she said.

I think AIDS education
needs to be improved.
8%
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“If I’m going out with someone
new, I always talk about AIDS
with them,” said history senior
Ryan Selby. “We discuss it, and
I’m really safe when it comes to
all that. I’m not Mr. Casanova.”
Some students go beyond
talking about the disease and
have been tested.
“I think it doesn’t matter if
you have casual sex or are in a
relationship, it’s always impor
tant to test yourself,” Janus said.
Computer science senior Azizi
Jones said she doesn’t know
many people who have been
tested for HIV.

J

We should know more. You
can have all the pamphlets
in the world, but i f you
don’t care and want to
know, it’s pointless.

— Emma Valdivieso

\\V

Some students say they don’t
feel at risk, so they don’t get
tested.
“I have no need to (get
tested),” said Luginbuhl, “be
cause I know I don’t have it.
Abstinence, like I said, is 100
percent effective, and that’s the
way to go.”

“A lot of times, it’s better to
wait,” he said. “For instance,
(when) Christmas time comes
around and you have a present
or something like that, you don’t
want to open the present right
away.

Civil engineering senior Lisa
Palmero said she plans to be
tested soon.

“Everything has its moment
and place in time,” Luginbuhl
said. “And I think we ought to
bear those things in mind and
not go for ju st the moment.”

“After Christmas vacation, it
was a goal for me,” she said.
“Ever since then. I’ve been put
ting if off, and finally I’m going
to do it. It’s kind of scary.”

Students with AIDS
should be required to
disclose their illness to
teachers.

Teachers with AIDS
should be required to
disclose their illness to
students.

23% . 56%
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69%

23%
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I f AIDS was talked about
( in Health 250), it was
glossed over. There should
be more info here.

— Michelle Nepomuceno
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But others are willing to take
the initiative to speak openly
.about the topic with their
partners.

D ISA G R E E
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“I don’t talk about it partly be
cause it’s embarrassing and be
cause it hasn’t affected anyone
close to me,” Nepomuceno said.

“I know one other person
who’s been tested,” she said.
“Other than that, I don’t know
too many people. I mean, people
don’t come out and say, “Yeah,
I’ve been tested.’ ”
Lv\

“I think it should be talked
about more on campus, though,”
he said.

Homosexual males are
the only ones at risk for

'

“I think that it is ignorant to
call AIDS a gay disease,” he said.
“You can see, from Arthur Ashe
to Magic Johnson, that AIDS can
affect everyone.”

Materials engineering junior
Dave Jan u s said he was hit hard
when his friend was diagnosed
with AIDS.

English senior Emma Valdivieso said she encountered
some false assumptions and
stereotypes when her friend fal
sely tested positive for HIV.

Animal science senior David
Luginbuhl agrees abstinence
helps defeat the spread of AIDS.

City and regional planning
junior Kwame Reed agreed.

But mechanical engineering
junior Doug Moore said some
classes he’s taken have discussed
AIDS.

But Moore’s experience dif
fered from most students inter
viewed one afternoon last week.

“The incident didn’t change
me that much,” he said..“I don’t
feel at risk because I don’t have
sex.
“The spread of AIDS will stop
in a snap if people stopped
having sex before marriage. 'They
don’t though, because they enjoy
it.”

Even though some students
engage in premarital sex, many
say they feel inhibited about dis
cussing AIDS with their
partners.
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SURVEY: Many respondents say teachers, students should tell if they have AIDS
From page 1
Latin American, 3.6 percent
• American Indian, 1.6 percent
• Asian, 10.7 percent
• Mexican American, 8.3 percent
• other, 2.4 percent and
• decline to state, 3.2 percent.
Most of the respondents — 92
percent — have never been mar
ried.
Students appear to be in
formed on methods of preventing
sexual transmission of the virus
that causes AIDS.
But while 85 percent of the
students surveyed said they dis
agreed with the statem ent “Con
doms are always effective in
stopping the spread of AIDS,” 10
percent agreed or agreed strong
ly with the same statement.
And 16 respondents — 6 per
cent — said they agreed or

agreed strongly with the state
ment “I cannot get AIDS if I only
have oral sex.” Another 9 percent
said they had no opinion.
Roughly three-quarters of the
survey respondents have had
sex.
For the 191 respondents to
the statement “When I have sex,
I use a condom,” 18 percent
answered “never” and 41 percent
answered “sometimes.”
More than half of the respon
dents said they never use a sper
micide with Nonoxyl 9, which
has been proven effective in help
ing to stop the transmission of
HIV during sexual intercourse.
When it comes to AIDS educa
tion, 34 percent agreed that Cal
Poly adequately educates its stu
dents about AIDS. But another
30 percent disagreed with that

same statement, and 69 percent
said AIDS education needs to be
improved.
Students’ attitudes toward
AIDS disclosure were decisively
varied.
Teachers with AIDS should be
required to disclose their illness
to students, according to 23 per
cent of respondents who said
they agree with that statement.
In addition, 23 percent also
agreed that students with AIDS
should be required to disclose
their illness to teachers.
Student responses indicated
they would be open to
friendships with persons afflicted
with AIDS.
Eighty-seven percent of
respondents said they would go
to school with someone who had

AIDS, and 86 percent said they
would be friends with someone
who had AIDS. Ninety percent
said they would visit a friend
with AIDS.
Sixty-eight percent agreed
with the statem ent “If I were a
parent, I would allow my
children to be friends or go to
school with someone who has
AIDS.” Twenty-six respondents
disagreed with that statement.
Despite the seemingly com
plex and varied answers stu
dents gave about AIDS, one
thing stood out in the results: 80
percent of the students surveyed
said they would like to learn
more about the AIDS virus.
• Daily Investigative Editor
Silas Lyons contributed to this
report.

:

-

You can see, from Arthur
Ashe to MagicJohnson, that
AIDS can affect everyone.

— Kwame Reed
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Having a life-or-death experience — literally
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about the positive aspects of the
test that she forgot to address
the emotional reasons for not
wanting to be tested. Maybe I
don’t want to know I might only
have 10 years to live.
She also painted a picture in
my mind of a life with HIV as
nothing to really get depressed
about. It was not a blatantly un
real scene, but to me she seemed
a bit overly optimistic.
If I find out I am HIV-positive
when I learn my results today, I
will certainly appreciate the fact
that I might be able to get on
some medication that will sup
posedly prolong my life. But I am
not going to really give anyone a
high-five because I found out I
have HIV during the disease’s
early stages.
If I am positive, death be
comes a serious reality. A reality

The horror of testing for HIV
to me was facing the possibility
of finding out my life may be
limited to 10 more years.
Every sensible person knows
they are going to die. And essen
tially, no one knows when that
time will come.
But to find out death looms
within five or 10 years is a cold,
biting and frustrating thought to
have floating around in anyone’s
mind.
And the San Luis Obispo
County Health Department
employee said little to ease my
worries when I went in to get
tested for the virus last
Thursday. She was too concerned
with assuring me I had made a
wise decision by choosing to be
tested.
In a cool, straightforward tone
— which I appreciated — she
rattled off several reasons why
people should test for HIV. She
said if you know you have HIV,
doctors can treat you more ap
propriately for certain ailments,
such as syphilis. She also said if
you know you have HIV you can
prevent spreading the virus un
knowingly. If you know you have
HIV you can better prepare your
self with counseling before your
body starts breaking down be
cause it can no longer fight off in
fections.
But she was so adamant

People I have talked to about
getting tested have said the
worst part is waiting for the
results. Not for me. I haven’t
thought about it much. I am
quite sure I am negative.
Yet,I have absolutely no logi
cal reason to think I am nega
tive. I am only going on the fal
lacy that it only happens to
others. How soon my world may
be rocked.

he says, are infected. The cycle
continues.
Nakamura said students are
always surprised at how easily
AIDS can spread. “Besides
providing information about
AIDS, this class attempts to
provide activities,” he said.
Nakamura’s efforts are ju st
one example of numerous profes
sors’ attempts to educate stu
dents about the growing
epidemic.
Students taking Professor
Fred Stultz’s “lifespan of
sexuality” class, which is being
taught this quarter, will hear
from someone who is HlV-positive when the AIDS topic is
covered.
“One of the things I try to
help people understand is that
AIDS is something real people
live with and have to ex
perience,” said Stultz, a psychol
ogy professor.
His department discusses
AIDS in a number of different
classes and contexts.
“Usually, it’s discussed with
risk-taking behavior,” said
Psychology Department Chair
Patrice Engle. “Why do people
choose not to use safe sex?”
In “lifespan of sexuality”
Stultz said he brings speakers to
his classes in order to help stu
dents see the realities of the dis
ease.
“Sometimes we see a celebrity
(and) we say, T know what hap
pens to real people,’ ” he said.
“Bu t we don’t hear them talk
about what it’s like to live
everyday, to live in a relation
ship.”

In the past, Stultz has
brought in gay males to speak to
his classes. Bu t Stultz now tries
to bring speakers who aren’t
necessarily homosexual.
“It’s not a disease ju st for gay
males,” he said. “It could happen
to (my students).
“Some people are moved when
they see how it affects people’s
lives. It also helps people under
stand that maybe there’s some
thing they can do to be more sup
portive of people with AIDS.
“... People living with AIDS
are people who need to be
treated as such with respect,
compassion and support for their
special needs.”
Stultz said he began teaching
about AIDS when information
about Kaposi’s Sarcoma — a
previously rare form of cancer of
small blood vessels — began ap
pearing frequently in gay males.
He said his concern at that
time was whether society was
going to use AIDS as a new
reason to become sexually
regressive.
“I was afraid for myself,” he
said. “I was teaching, but my
concern for myself was, ‘Can I
get this?’ I was ignorant.”
In Davis’ health classes, AIDS
generally falls in the category of
infectious diseases.
“We talk about syphilis,
gonorrhea and chlamydia in the
same section as AIDS,” Davis
said.
“I think the AIDS education
message has gotten out pretty
well,” he said. “The trick is con
vincing undergraduates not to
have unprotected sex.

I know I am not capable of han
dling on my own.

The most nervous I have been
since accepting the story assign
ment to be tested for HIV was
when my number was called by
one of the three individuals con
ducting the tests at the San Luis
Obispo County Health Depart
ment.
Walking into the center at
8:30 a.m. was no big deal. I
walked up to the receptionist and
said I was here for an HIV test.
The receptionist handed me a
number, an AIDS pamphlet, a
questionnaire and a pen and told
me to sit down.
I sat down in the waiting
room littered with medical
pamphlets.
Others began to filter in, with
an onslaught of people showing
up at 9 a.m. Sim ilar to the video
tape on AIDS that was playing
on the television set in the wait
ing room, the people taking num
bers to be tested displayed the
variety of people the disease af
fects.
The waiting room crowd con
sisted of a pair of high school
girls, couples in their 30s and
40s, a single male in his late 20s,
a pregnant woman and her
daughter and my friend and I —
12 total.
There were occasional uneasy
smiles, but for the most part

See H A M I L T O N , page 10

PolyAIDS education: Some innovations, some loopholes
By Erika Eldiler

Doily Stoff Writei

The Health Department did
little to ease my worries
when I went in to get
tested. She was too con
cerned with assuring me I
had made a wise decision
by choosing to be tested.

— Brad Hamilton

Professor Raymond
Nakamura, an instructor Cal
Poly’s Physical Education and
Kinesiology Department, at
tempts to bring the realities of
AIDS to his students.
“We find many students have
difficulties identifying with it,”
Nakamura said. “It’s hard for
them to identify really seeing
themselves in th at particular
situation.”
AIDS is addressed in many
Cal Poly courses. Both the physi
cal education and kinesiology
and psychology departments
focus on the topic in several dif
ferent classes throughout the
year. Each class, however, looks
at the topic from a different
standpoint.
Students taking Nakamura’s
“school health programs” class
will learn how quickly the AIDS
virus can spread.
He makes his point through a
game he plays with his students.
He asks students to obtain
four signatures from classmates
on an index card. One of the
cards is marked with an “X ” in
the corner.
Nakamura will ask his stu
dents to look for the “X ” on their
cards. The student with the “X ,”
he tells them, has AIDS. Then he
tells all the students to look at
the signatures on their cards.
Those students with that stu
dent’s signature on their card, he
says, are infected, too.
Anyone who has made second
contact with any of the students
must stand up. 'Those students.

“Students with conservative
views don’t talk about sex, so
they don’t get the message. But,
in general, the country’s doing an
excellent job on AIDS education.
Students in the state university
system are bright, educated
people. They know the facts.”
But on-campus AIDS educa
tion is not limited to teachers.
The Student Health Network
educates gp-oups and classes
about several topics including
AIDS. This quarter they will be
primarily in the dorms.
“A lot of the students’ at
titudes are, ‘I don’t have it and I
don’t know anyone who has it,’ ”
said Sophie Farsad, a psychology
junior. Farsad coordinates a
sexuality team.
“It is estimated th at 500 Cal
Poly students were HIV positive
in 1992,” Farsad said. “Students
hear these statistics and then
they get focused.”
In the presentations, condom
demonstrations on bananas are
given.
“A lot of people think it’s
funny,” she said. “It’s kind of an
ice-breaker.”
Students involved in the Stu 
dent Health Network volunteer
their time, and any class or
group can request presentations,
which are free.
Farsad said she feels the
AIDS education given in classes
is not adequate.
“I don’t think Cal Poly edu
cates,” she said. “I think it’s so
important, but the school doesn’t
pay as much attention to it as it
should.”

3 out of 4 Monsters Agree
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Anonymity not offered in Health Center s H IV tests
will stay sealed in the records, he said.
“Twenty years ago our health records
were more confidential,” Cochran said.
Even though students have to sign a
form to authorize the release of their
medical records, insurance companies and
employers may still be able to get copies
of them, Cochran said.
In confidential AIDS testing, there will
be a name with the test because a person
is required by law to sign a consent form.
In anonymous testing, the person getting
tested is assigned a number and they
remain unknown, according to Ann
Robeson, an AIDS counselor at the San
Luis Obispo County Health Department.
Because confidential results m aybe

By Cynthio L Webb

Doily'iioff Wfitef

Cal Poly students thinking about get
ting tested for AIDS at the Health Center
may want to think twice.
The Health Center offers confidential
AIDS testing. But that form of dealing
with test results may have drawbacks
students don’t know about.
Cal Poly physician Dr. Burt Cochran
said the tests given at the Health Center
are not completely private.
Students sign a consent foim when
they get tested. After the test, the results
are put in the student’s medical record.
But there is no guarantee the AIDS test

found out by unauthorized persons,
Cochran suggested that students might
want to go somewhere else for testing.
“It’s in the students’ interest that they
may prefer to obtain a test from the
(county) health department,” he said.
Joan Cirone, head of nursing services
at the Health Center, also suggests that
getting tested at Cal Poly might not be a
student’s best option.
“I give students the choice,” she said. “I
point out that with confidential testing
there may be a risk of it not being con
fidential.”
Cirone said she doesn’t want to turn
people away.
“If that’s preventing people from get-
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ting tested, then that’s not good,” she
said.
But currently there are no plans to
bring anonymous testing to Cal Poly,
Cochran said.
Even though confidential AIDS testing
at Cal Poly may be able to be traced, that
is not true at the health department.
“We give confidential and anonymous
tests,” Robeson said. “The difference is
that our results don’t go on a medical
record. There is no way to trace either
test.”
People can get tested for AIDS
anonymously at the beginning of each
month when the tests are free.

HAMILTON: Test causes a bit of reflection
From page 8

everyone remained in their own
little realm. The apparent stigma
of testing for HIV, which I don’t
clearly understand, cast a
perplexing aura on the 20-foot by
40-foot waiting room.
I was glad my friend went
with me. I almost felt bad for the
people around us because we
were having such a g^eat time
telling crude jokes and laughing
hysterically.
But the laughter turned al
most instantaneously to fear
when a health department
employee stood in the doorway
and called my number: “Number
40.”
My eyes drew to a quick focus
on the employee and blood
rushed to my face, I felt the way
a convicted criminal might when
he stands to hear the judge sen
tence him in a capital punish
ment case.
In my mind I was facing one
of the most serious tests in my
life. Without exagération, it was
life or death.
So much blood and so many
thoughts rushed to my mind, I
had to let out a deep breath
before I stood and walked toward
the employee.
Ironically, my friend did the
same thing before he rose to his
feet.
'The employee and I twisted
through the center’s halls until
we came to a counseling room.
I sat down in the 6-foot by 10foot cubicle cluttered with a
metal teacher’s desk, a medical
chair with stirrups, oodles of
medical pamphlets, a box of rub
ber gloves and a box of syringes,
tubes, plastic bags and more
questionnaires and pamphlets.
The employee asked me if I
had any questions. She ad
dressed my concern for
anonymity.
She said the county health
center is the best place to test
anonymously. She also warned
me th at Cal Poly’s Health Center
was not a good place to test. She
said it is too easy for students
working in the Health Center to
pull a file and look at it.
She also said it is important
to ask private doctors what their
policy is towards anonymous or
confidential testing.
She warned that anonymous
testing might not last much
longer now that testing is gain
ing popularity and blood banks
are no longer worried about a
blood drought. She said the
government granted funds for
anonymous tests when it feared
people would cut back blood
donations because of the fear of
AIDS.
During this whole informal
counseling, she asked me if I had
engaged in behavior that would
put me at risk for contracting
AIDS: surgery, unsafe sex, oral
sex.
My immaturity surfaced as I

began to feel uncomfortable talk
ing about my sex life to this
woman I had never met before. I
could only imagine how I would
feel if this same woman were to
tell me I was HIV-positive.
My testing experience then
took a disgruntling turn. I don’t
know exactly what I was expect
ing, but I felt like this whole test
ing process was cheap and unor
ganized.
But, what should I expect for
a free HIV test?
I guess I was expecting a
nurse to come in and take me
into an uncluttered room and
take my blood. The whole testing
experience seemed odd to me.
Second thoughts overwhelmed
me: Do I really want to know if I
am HIV-positive?

I f I test HIV-positive,
my greatestfe a r is
that even the slightest
chance o f me infect
ing my little nephew
exists. On several
occassions, we have
exchanged colds.
The idea of being stuck by a
needle petrified me — especially
in this setting. The woman I was
ju st talking about oral sex with
was now going to jab me and rob
me of a small vial of blood.
I hate needles, and I could not
watch after she banded my arm.
It was soon over.
She told me to call the health
department in two weeks to
make sure the results were in. If
they were, she said I would have
to visit the department to learn
my results in person.
And as I head over to learn
my results a serious fear over
whelms me, blocking out all
other feelings. I learn now, as I
have had time to think about
this whole experience, my worst
fear is not that I might have
HIV.
If I test HIV-positive, my
greatest fear is th at even the
slightest chance of me infecting
my little nephew with the dis
ease exists. On several occasions,
we have exchanged colds.
If I infected my two-year-old
nephew, it would absolutely
deprive my life of any value. I
would honestly take flight to
another part of the world and as
sume a wretched life of
solidarity.
Let me not be infected.

*Brad Hamilton is sports
editor of the Daily.
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Gay students: Stereotypes still haunt them
By Carolyn Nielson

homosexual men. Joy deGraaf, a
GLBU member, attributes this to
better HIV education in the

Doily Senior Editot
Yvette Yong thought it
strange when one of her jour
nalism professors told her class
it was improper to write that
someone was dying of AIDS “be
cause he might not have come
out of the closet yet.”

homosexual community. More
than five GLBU meetings last
year were devoted to AlDS-related education, she said.

Yong, a vice president of of Cal
Poly’s Gays Lesbians and
Bisexuals United (GLBU) and
the group’s self-proclaimed
“token heterosexual,” said the in
structor’s comment left her be
wildered. She and about 40
others at a recent G LBU meeting
generally agreed: the notion of
AIDS as a gay disease is on its
way out.
“A lot of people are sill stuck
in that attitude th at it’s a gay
disease because it was the gay
male population that got it first,”
said David Eckstrom, a former
Cal Poly librarian. “But my first
friend to test HIV-positive is a
heterosexual woman.
“America is about the only
area where it has been con
sidered a homosexual disease
and not ju st a (sexually trans
mitted disease),” he added.
National statistics reveal HIV
is spreading fastest among
heterosexual men and women
ages 18 to 25. 'The rate of in
crease is slowing among

choice to how they feel about
things.”
Environmental engineering
sophomore David Diepersloot
said he believes everyone is at
risk. But he blamed AIDS’s
proliferation on the homosexual
population.

“The fear of AIDS has done
two things for the homosexual
community,” she said. “It has
made people more aware of the
danger of promiscuity. And it has

“I blame the bisexuals be
cause homosexuals started it and
then the bisexuals spread it to
the heterosexuals,” he said. “And
now it’s everywhere.”

scared a lot of people into
monogamy and abstinence. Still,
there will always be those who
deny it and won’t pay attention
to the statistics or the danger.”

Dr. Richard Ascoli, a Health
Center physician, said that al
though most people realize
homosexuals are the most af
fected popultion, heterosexual
Cal Poly students are well aware
they, too, are at risk.

Eckstrom said that, although
he thinks the awareness level
among homosexuals is strong
and improving, he sees it lacking
among heterosexuals.
“I don’t think (heterosexuals)
are as educated because they
don’t see it as affecting them ,” he
said. “It’s not a gay disease, it’s a
disease.”
But these GLBU members, al
though in accord with one
another, were not as quick to as
sert their perception is accurate.
“I don’t see it as such a gay
disease, but that could be be
cause I’m gay,” said a forestry
and natural resources freshman
who asked her name not be used.
“I believe th at everyone’s got a

“We test a number of students
and they seem to know quite
clearly — (heterosexuals) must
realize that it can be transmitted
otherwise they wouldn’t be
tested,” he said.
Biology senior Tim Caudill
said although he feels
homosexuals are more aware of
and afraid of HIV, heterosexuals
are becoming increasingly con
cerned.
“Within ten years it’s going to
explode. It’s an exponential
thing. Right now none of really
knows anyone with HIV but in
ten years we will all know some
one who is HIV-positive — it’s in
evitable.”
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center does not require disclosure

1

It also left its mark on
Halley’s memory.
“Ryan was discriminated
against and we can’t set oursel
ves up for something like th at,”
she said. “It’s not unusual for
toddlers to bite each other, but
they rarely break the skin.”
In Thomas’ case, the bite left
a meirk, but the victim’s skin was
not broken.
Hafley said most parents do
not inquire about HIV policies
when enrolling their children. In
her 2 ^2 years as director, only
one parent has expressed con
cern.
French professor Suzanne
Lord said she asked if the center
had an HIV policy before enroll
ing her child, but hasn’t thought
much about it since.
“Society hasn’t come to grips
with what they’re going to do
with it,” she said. “I’m very con
cerned about discrimination
against people with HIV.”
Lord said that in case of in
jury she hoped the center would
treat everyone as if they were
HIV-positive.
Hafley said that is their
policy. Children’s Center staffers
are trained in First Aid and are
taught to treat everyone as a
potential carrier of the virus.
Center officials do not have a
blood spill kit which would
enable them to handle injuries
without touching the blood. But
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M OST CASH for used CD, tape, LP,
video games-used CDs from $2.99
Open M-Sat til 9pm-553 Higuera

SCHOLARSHIPS!
Any G.P.A. Recorded message
gives details. (805) 582-2759.
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$2,000-f/montfi world travel
(Hawaii, Mexico, the Caribbean,
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For more information call
1-206-634-0468 ex1.C6005
Dancers wanted to perform for
local Bachelor & ette parlies
A AA Entertainers 1-800-404-4891
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BIKINIS O N E P E C S U ITS A N D
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Now at the Sea Bam Avila Beach
595-2142.
M AC 512K
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$199.99 C A S H Call 547-1094
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Manager Positions Open. Seeking
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desiring responsibNIly.
P T school F T summer. Avg earning
during summer is $1000 per week
Straight *A" Painters
Call (800) 400-9332

CLARIS CAD
W AN TED
238-6272

they are in the process of trying
to acquire one, she said.
When asked if she would let
her child be cared for in a facility
where there was an HIV positive
child. Lord wavered.
“Children are very vul
nerable,” she said. “They’re your
children and you’ll do anything
to pYotect them.
“It’s all very nice having these
theories but you don’t know what
you’ll do in that situation.”
But Christine Coates, a
mother of two of the center’s enrollees said that although it
might make her “uneasy,” she
would not remove them for fear
of exposure to an HIV-positive
child.
“Kids getting AIDS (from
other children) is such a fluke,”
she said.
Mother Je re Ramsey was firm
in her conviction that her
children would be safe with
HIV-positive classmates.
“If I found out they sent (an
HIV-positive) child home, I
would be one of the people out
there protesting,” she said. I
have kissed people with AIDS
and I am not paranoid.
But Hafley said although each
child goes through a physical ex
amination — and parents are re
quired to fill out a report of their
perception of their child’s health
— there is no guarantee staffers
would know if a child was HIV
positive.
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712 Marsh St.
Mon-Sat 10-6, Thurs til' 8, Sun 12-5
Furniture • Desks • Housewares

Warehouse Outlet
870 Industrial Way Mon-Sat 10-4
Home Pi(k Up 544-0542

THE HOTTEST PLACE TO PARTY!
CHECK OUT

THURSDAY HAPPY HOUR
75 <t DRAFTS
FREE FOOD BUFFET
$1 MARGARITAS
LIVE MUSIC ON THE PATIO
1051 NIPOMO • SLO • 544 -7575

'i

D O N ' T KEEP YOUR
'■

HIDDEN!
z :2

Stop by (Graphic Arts 226)
or fax (756-6784) Mustang
Daily to have your event
printed in the daily Agenda
section on page two.

f"

Will your company grow as fast as you do?
Almost every company’s
recruiting ad promises you
rapid growth. But before
making any decisions, ask
them how fast they’re grow
ing. After all, you’re going to
have trouble moving up if
your company isn’t.

Over the last five years,
while economic conditions
stalled many organizations,
Andersen Consulting aver
aged 20% growth per year.
Compare that figure
to any other firm you’re
considering. It could be the

difference between getting
ahead. And banging your
head.

Andersen
Consulting

A d d re ss all correspondence
Len Arends.

c/o

ARTHUR ANDERSEN & CO., S.C

O 1992 Andersen Consulting. An equal opportunity employer.

Please join us at our information session on October 25,1993 at the
Pacific Suites Hotel (Embassy Suites) in the Center Ballroom at 7-9
p.m. Everyone is welcome. Refreshments will be served.
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